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Dear teacher,  

 

We are excited to perform at your school! Together with you and your students, we look 

forward to learning about other people and places through the folktales that have been 

passed down to this generation. This letter is a “heads up” of what to expect, as well as 

some ideas for what you can do to maximize the learning for your students. 

 

Before we come, you and your students can: 

• Discuss what a folktale is, and the role folktales have played in societies. 

• List familiar folktales that you have grown up hearing. 

• Visit the folktale section (j 398.2) of your school library.  

• Discuss the various genres of folktales (such as pourquoi and noodlehead). 

• Use a map or globe to locate the countries featured in our stories. 

• Find out what you already know about these countries. You could begin a Know/Want 

to know/Learned chart with them, and update it afterwards.  

• Prepare to listen for something in the show that you did not know, and recall it later. 

 

As your class enters the performance area, if time allows, you may join our “pre-show trivia 

game show.” This multiple-choice event allows participants to learn about other places and 

cultures while cheering on fellow student contestants. We may also ask you as the teacher 

to select a student or two to help us act out part of the show. 

 

Once the show begins, our hope is that you will enjoy it as much as your students, and that 

we can all learn together. Please interact with us during the show, and encourage your 

students to do the same. Folktales are best given and received with an involved audience! 

 

The show we will be performing for you is called A World of Sillies. It features noodlehead 

stories from different parts of the world. Our hope is that, through the medium of story, we 

will all laugh and have fun while learning. 

 

After the show, you can: 

• Invite students to re-tell the stories. 

• Ask students to define “noodlehead” and cite examples from the performance. 

• Ask students to list other familiar noodleheads (such as Amelia Bedelia and Curious 

George). 

• Invite students to tell or write about a time that they were a noodlehead, using 

information from their own culture. 

• Allow students to write their own story about how one of the noodleheads from the 

show might respond in another situation. 

• Review the handout with your students and send it home so other family members 

can find out what the students experienced today. 



 

A World of Sillies 

Story Specs 
 

Juan Bobo and the Pig from Puerto Rico. Juan is convinced that his pet pig misses the 

boy's mother when she goes to church, so he dresses the pig in appropriate church clothing 

and sends the pig to join his mother. 

 

The Hatseller and the Monkeys from Mali. While BaMusa the hatseller rests under a tree, 

monkeys steal his hats. After several unsuccessful and funny attempts, BaMusa figures out 

a way to get his hats back. 

  

The Farmer Who was Easily Fooled from Lebanon. A thief convinces a farmer that he 

was the farmer’s donkey under a spell. The farmer, feeling sorry for the way he treated the 

donkey, lets the thief go and gives him money. The next day, when the farmer’s donkey 

turns up at market, the farmer is determined not to buy him again, as he didn’t learn his 

lesson the first time and was under the spell again after only one day of freedom. 

 

Next Time I'll Know What to Do from England. Poor Jack, no matter how he carries 

home the various items he receives as payment for his day’s work, his mother always has a 

better idea. Each day he carries home that day's pay in the way he should have carried 

yesterday’s, losing or ruining it enroute. Finally he thinks for himself and succeeds. 

 

 

Additional “Sillies” stories available upon request: 

 

The Horse Egg from India. Some young men buy their teacher a horse egg from an 

enterprising watermelon salesman. Enroute to deliver the gift, however, those carrying the 

“egg” trip and drop it. It breaks, startling a hare nearby, which runs away. Their teacher 

concludes that the young horse appeared much too fast for his liking, anyway. 

 

Aili's Quilt from Finland. Aili’s mother makes a quilt for him which is too short. No matter 

how much fabric she cuts off the top of the quilt and sews to the bottom, his feet still stick 

out and are cold.  

 

The Costly Feast from Turkey. Hodja, the local noodlehead, is convinced by his neighbors 

that the world is ending in three days and he must kill his young lamb to roast and share 

with them. As they sleep during the hot day, Hodja, who is out of fuel, burns their discarded 

clothes to finish cooking the lamb, since they won't be needing their clothes anymore. 

 

Whose Horse is Whose from Western USA. The two cowboys in this tale have tried 

various ways to tell their horses apart, from clipping their horses’ manes to trimming tails. 

Not until they decide to measure the horses do the cowboys discover that the brown horse 

is taller than the white horse with black spots!  

 

 

Each story is about three to seven minutes long and includes information about the culture 

or country from which it comes. 
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